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15.   Assembling at Sugar Loaf as fast as Hoke's people arrived.
16.   On the 23rd, 110 men, veteran artillery of the Tenth Regiment North Carolina, 50 sailors, and the Seventh Battalion Reserves, about 250 strong, and thrown into the fort.
17.   The guns and defense on the land front were in perfect order at the time referred to, except two disabled guns on the left.   Nineteen guns in position.   Palisades in perfect order, and the mines the same, the wire not having been cut.
18.   Possible, yes; probable, no.   The work was very strong; the garrison in good spirits and ready, and the fire on the approaches, the assaulting columns having no cover, would have been extraordinarily heavy.   In addition to the heavy guns I had a battery of Napoleons, on which I placed great reliance.   The palisades alone would have been a most formidable obstacle.
19.   No difficulty at all by the river.
20.  The garrison at the second attack was somewhat stronger, but not altogether of so good material.
21.   No; and it is a matter of grave charge against General Bragg that the whole force was not captured on the 26th.   He had the force and the position.
22.   There was great difference in position of the ships in the two attacks, and in the nature and effect of the fire.   The first was a general bombardment, not calculated to effect particular damage.   The second firing had for definite object the destruction of the land defense, and the ships were placed accordingly, to destroy them by enfilade and direct fire on that front and the northeast salient.   The whole enormous fire was continued without intermission until the slope of the north east salient was practicable for assault.   Not a gun remained in position on the approaches; the whole palisade swept away; communication with the mines cut off, rendering them useless, and the men unable to stand to the parapets during the fire. There was all the difference in the world.
23.   In the second attack the fire was continuous during the night; not so heavy at night, but enough to prevent repair and to keep the garrison from rest and food.    The land guns all disabled; field pieces only left to depend on.
24.   I do not.   Neither attack was practicable in the presence of the supporting force, provided that had been under a competent officer.   The first landing ought assuredly to have been captured entirely; and as for the second, although deriv-